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Our faith traditions provide a firm foundation for a moral agenda that stands against 

systemic racism, labor exploitation, poverty, xenophobia, and any attempt to promote 

hate towards any members of the human family.  

Budgets are both policy and moral documents. The Trump-GOP budget agenda, which 

cuts programs for the poor to give tax cuts to the wealthy and big corporations and more 

money to the war machine and mass deportations, is not a moral policy agenda. This 

brief report summarizes some of the Trump-GOP’s most immoral budget priorities, from 

those that have already been enacted to those that are now being proposed. 

In this report: 

Failed Budget Priorities: Making the Poor Poorer to Help the Rich and Fund Violence 

More People Struggle to Get Healthcare or Go Without 

More People Go Hungry 

More Money for Endless War and Mass Deportations 

The Rich and Big Corporations are the Winners 

What’s Next on Their Agenda: More of the Same 

State Impacts: How Many People Could Have Medicaid or SNAP Instead of $156 Billion in 
War Spending? 

 

Failed Budget Priorities: Making the Poor Poorer to Help the Rich 
and Fund Violence 
In March, the president summed up his own approach: “‘The U.S. can’t take care of 

daycare….We’re fighting wars. Medicaid, Medicare — they can do it on a state basis. 
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We have to take care of one thing: military protection. But all these little scams that 

have taken place, you have to let states take care of them.” 

Last year’s Big Ugly Bill, praised by Trump and narrowly passed by Congress, did three 

big things: cut social safety net and health care programs, give tax cuts to the 

wealthiest, and spend billions for war and mass deportations.  

This year, Trump and his GOP allies are planning to do more of the same. Their 

priorities for this year include supplementing the war budget to bring the total from $1 

trillion in FY 2026 to $1.5 trillion in FY 2027; providing more money for the president’s 

immoral mass deportation and detention agenda; and cutting off more poor and 

low-income people from programs that help counter the injustices in our economy. 

The theme of these budget priorities is clear and consistent: taking from the poor to 

enrich the wealthy and inflict violence at home and abroad. 

More People Struggle to Get Healthcare or Go Without 
 
The Big Ugly Bill and other policy changes have made health insurance and healthcare 

more expensive or unavailable:  

●​ The Big Ugly Bill’s cuts to Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act, combined with 
new administrative hurdles to accessing benefits, could result in an estimated 
51,000 preventable deaths per year. 

●​ More than 14 million people are at risk of losing health insurance due to cuts to 
Medicaid, cuts to assistance with health insurance costs through the 
Marketplaces (also known as Affordable Care Act), cuts to Medicare, and other 
policy changes.  

●​ So far, early data indicate that one million fewer people signed up for health 
insurance through the Affordable Care Act marketplaces after costs rose in 
January 2026. That’s likely an undercount of those who are losing their 
marketplace insurance, because some people drop out once they are required to 
start making payments.  

●​ For people who buy their health insurance through the Affordable Care Act 
marketplaces, a survey found that more than half said their health insurance 
costs were “a lot higher,” and 55 percent said they planned to cut back on other 
household spending to afford health insurance after GOP policy changes cut 
back on government assistance for health insurance premiums. 
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●​ The Big Ugly Bill required evidence of employment for many people who get 
insurance through Medicaid. Research shows that the rigid, red tape-laden work 
requirements in the bill are unlikely to actually increase employment. Most 
Medicaid enrollees already work, and even those who do work can end up 
without healthcare if red tape trips up their ability to prove it. Those who do not 
work are often caring for family members or attending school or have a disability. 
Formerly incarcerated people also face particularly high barriers to employment.  

●​ The law’s changes to Medicaid financing mechanisms pose a particular threat to 
rural hospitals because they rely more heavily on Medicaid revenue than urban 
facilities. More than 700 rural hospitals are already at risk of closure, and at least 
338 rural hospitals are at increased risk due to changes in this law. To buy off 
critics, Republicans included a rural health fund that is expected to cover less 
than a third of projected rural Medicaid losses. 

 

More People Go Hungry 
●​ Nearly half of Americans in a November poll said they were struggling to afford 

basic necessities like groceries, utility bills, transportation, housing, and 
healthcare.  

●​ All of the forty million people who rely on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) will see their benefits cut under the Big Ugly Bill. Four million 
people are expected to see their food assistance benefits terminated or cut 
substantially. 

●​ Similar to the changes for Medicaid, the Big Ugly Bill put in place new 
requirements to provide evidence of work for certain SNAP recipients. The new  
requirements will make SNAP harder to access for older adults, caregivers, 
veterans, people experiencing homelessness, and youth leaving the foster care 
system. Again, these red tape-laden work requirements in the bill are unlikely to 
actually increase employment, but they can result in a loss of benefits even for 
those who do work. 

●​ Over time, SNAP benefits will shrink for all forty million people who use the 
program, because of changes to how benefits are calculated. These changes are 
designed to help pay for tax cuts for the rich and war spending at the expense of 
people struggling to put food on the table. 

More Money for Endless War and Mass Deportations 
●​ The Big Ugly Bill gave $156 billion more to the Pentagon for war and weapons. 

The law brought total war spending to over $1 trillion during peacetime, for the 
first time ever. That $1 trillion war budget enabled the invasion of Venezuela and 
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the kidnapping of that country’s president, and then the unjustified and immoral 
war on Iran, all in the space of just two months.  

●​ The president started a major war on Iran, with deaths mounting and costs in 
early April 2026 reaching near $31 billion. The war is completely unjustified, 
illegal, and unpopular.  

●​ As of early April 2026, the U.S. war on Iran had caused the deaths of 4,000 
people and displaced 4 million people in the wider region seeking safety from the 
war, according to the World Health Organization. Costs for the war on Iran were 
reaching $31 billion, and still mounting. 

●​ Half of Pentagon spending goes to corporate contractors. The top five Pentagon 
contractors paid their CEOs an average of $24,632,610. 

●​ The Big Ugly Bill added $170 billion for the Trump-GOP mass deportation 
machine. Spending for the mass deportation and detention agencies, 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) would more than double since FY 2024 if the GOP enacts their 
planned spending increases this year. 

●​ Mass deportations and detentions are terrorizing communities. As of early April 
2026, fifteen people had already died in ICE custody since the beginning of the 
year. That doesn’t include the deaths of Renee Good or Alex Pretti at the hands 
of immigration agents.  

●​ The Big Ugly Bill provided $45 billion to expand immigrant detention centers. The 
Trump administration resumed the practice of detaining immigrant children, 
detaining 6,200 children during his second term so far. 

●​ The president has abused the National Guard to take over the cities of 
Washington, DC; Portland, Oregon; Los Angeles, California; Memphis, 
Tennessee; and Chicago, Illinois; at a cost of $496 million in 2025 alone – and 
with troops still deployed in Washington, DC and Memphis, the costs continue to 
mount. 

 

The Rich and Big Corporations are the Winners 
●​ The richest 1 percent will receive more than $1 trillion in tax cuts over the next 

decade thanks to the Big Ugly Bill. 
●​ For working families, cuts to health care, student loans, and other vital services 

under the law wipe out the minor tax benefits. A Penn Wharton analysis found 
that the poorest one-fifth of households would be expected to lose $885 in 2030 
under the bill’s provisions, while eighty percent of the bill’s benefits would flow to 
the top ten percent.  
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●​ Many of the Big Ugly Bill’s tax cuts for the wealthy and corporations are 
permanent, while tax cuts targeted to working people, like no tax on tips or 
overtime, are temporary, ending after 2028. 

●​ Despite modest increases in the maximum Child Tax Credit, the Big Ugly Bill will 
still deny benefits to an estimated 17 million children whose parents earn too little 
to receive the full credit, denying help to the poorest children. An estimated two 
million more children will lose access because of their parent’s immigration 
status, even though they were previously eligible.  

●​ The Big Ugly Bill kept the corporate tax rate at 21%, a drastic reduction from the 
35% pre-2018 rate – despite the fact that ordinary workers have not benefited 
from this rate reduction. 

What’s Next on Their Agenda: More of the Same 
The Trump-GOP’s budget priorities for 2026 and beyond promise more of the same, 
enriching the wealthy and inflicting violence while cutting programs for poor and 
struggling people: 
 

●​ Increasing the war budget by 42 percent, from $1.05 trillion to $1.5 trillion in a 
single year. The last time military spending topped $1 trillion was World War II. It 
has been reported that the president will also ask for an additional $80-$100 
billion for the war on Iran. Every dollar added to the war budget by any means 
will enable more wars, whether that means the continuation or expansion of the 
war on Iran, or invasions or attacks on other countries. The president has 
expressed interest in using military force against Greenland, Mexico, Cuba, 
Colombia, and other countries. 

●​ Increasing the mass deportation budget, adding more funds on top of the $170 
billion passed in last year’s Big Ugly Bill and targeting Black and Brown 
communities for violent treatment. More funding for mass deportation means 
more violence by immigration agents, more abuse of immigrants in detention, 
more racial profiling, and more family separation. 

●​ Slashing $4 billion in home heating and cooling assistance for low-income 
households (Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program/ LIHEAP). In FY 
2024, nearly 6 million households received help with heating and energy costs, 
including 2.5 million households with older adults, 2.1 million households where 
someone had a disability, and nearly a million households with young children. 

●​ Slashing nutrition funding for low-income women and children (Women, Infants 
and Children/WIC). Cuts would mean that fruit and vegetable benefits for young 
children would drop from $27 per month to just $10. 

●​ Cutting at least $3.8 billion from housing, homelessness, and community 
development programs. The proposal would completely eliminate an eviction 
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protection program that provided legal services to people at risk of eviction, and 
the Fair Housing Initiatives Program, which provided testing, evaluations and 
outreach to prevent housing discrimination.  

 
Over all, the president’s budget proposes $73 billion in cuts to non-military programs 
and $446 billion in new military spending. GOP leaders are reportedly discussing 
additional healthcare cuts to pay for military spending, including the war on Iran. 
 

State Impacts: How Many People Could Have Medicaid or SNAP 
Instead of $156 Billion in War Spending? 
The Big Ugly Bill added $156 billion in war spending – money that has enabled the war 
on Iran and other military misdeeds, like the invasion of Venezuela and the occupation 
of U.S. cities by the National Guard. That money brought the war budget to more than 
$1 trillion for the first time since World War II. 
  
Trump and his GOP allies now want to increase the war budget by 42 percent, to $1.5 
trillion – a sum that would only enable more wars, and impoverish our country further.  
 
Instead of spending tax dollars for war, we could spend them restoring the cuts from the 
Big Ugly Bill - and have enough to expand health insurance and food assistance for 
more people.  
 
The table shows that in the vast majority of states, returning the tax dollars from the 
$156 billion war spending in the Big Ugly Bill would be enough to more than cover 
Medicaid and SNAP for the people losing health insurance and food assistance under 
the Big Ugly Bill.  
 
Overall, the $156 billion for war from the Big Bad Bill is more than enough to cover all of 
the people in every state expected to lose insurance and food benefits – and provide 
Medicaid to an additional 4.8 million people, besides.1 

 

1 Of the four million people at risk of losing food assistance, the table shows the state breakdown for the 
3.5 million at risk due to new work requirements, but $156 billion is enough to restore benefits for all four 
million, with enough leftover to provide Medicaid to 4.8 million people. 
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People Who Could Receive Medicaid or SNAP for State Taxpayer Share of $156 
Billion 

 
Totals may not add due to rounding. Sources: Author’s calculations based on IRS tax data, Kaiser Family Foundation 

Medicaid cost and at-risk estimates, USDA cost estimates for SNAP, and CBPP at-risk estimates for SNAP. 
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People Who Could Receive Medicaid or SNAP for State Taxpayer Share of $156 
Billion, continued 

 
Totals may not add due to rounding. Sources: Author’s calculations based on IRS tax data, Kaiser Family Foundation 

Medicaid cost and at-risk estimates, USDA cost estimates for SNAP, and CBPP at-risk estimates for SNAP. 
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